CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF BROKEN BAY

Jubilee Pilgrinage of Hope

Every 25 years, the Church proclaims a Holy Year, a special gift of grace and mercy for all
God's people. Not only is Italy a land of unforgettable charm and beauty, it is also a land
made rich in grace by its colourful history of holy men and women. In this dedicated Jubilee
year, be inspired to encounter the pathways of some of the Church’s greatest saints, from
St Francis and Clare in Assisi to St Peter and Paul in Rome, the Eternal City, where we cross
the threshold of the Holy Door in St Peter’s Basilica and receive the Jubilee blessing.

COMMENCES WEDNESDAY 01 OCTOBER 2025 * 10 DAYS / 9 NIGHTS

Rome Airport vicinity (1) * Assisi (2 nights) ¢ Orvieto * Rome - Jubilee (6 nights) Accompanied by

t Fr Hien Vu

“The Jubilee Year 2025 calls us to rediscover
the centrality of Jesus Christ in our lives and
to deepen our relationship with Him, as
the Door through which we enter into the
fullness of life.”

- Most Rev Anthony Randazzo DD, JCL,
Bishop of Broken Bay

The dome of St Peter's over the River Tiber, Rome
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MEAL CODE: (B) = Breakfast (D) = Dinner
DAY 1: WEDNESDAY 01 OCTOBER - ARRIVE

ROME

Welcome to Italy! On arrival at Rome airport,
please make your way to the group hotel where

this evening we will enjoy our first group dinner.

Rome overnight (D)

DAY 2: THURSDAY 02 OCTOBER - ROME TO
ASSISI

This morning we will travel north to the
pilgrimage centre of Assisi, where St Francis
tended the poor and sick and founded the
Franciscan Order.

We will visit the Basilica of St Mary of the
Angels down on the plains where St Francis
spent most of his life. Here we will see the
Portiuncula (meaning ‘small portion of land’)
where St Francis returned for prayer, the
thornless rose bush, and the chapel where he
died in 1226. On Palm Sunday 1211, Francis
received in this church Clare of Assisi and
dedicated her to the Lord.

Assisi overnight (BD)

DAY 3: FRIDAY 03 OCTOBER - ASSISI

This morning we awake to the sound of

chapel bells, cobblestone footsteps and the
tangible spirit of St Francis preserved within the
medieval walls of this holy town.

Our day begins with Mass and a guided
exploration of the buzzing Basilica of St Francis
which occupies the entire western end of the
upper town. Construction began in 1228, just
two years after the death of Francis and was
finally completed in 1250. The Upper Basilica
houses the famous fresco cycle of the life of
St Francis, historically attributed to Giotto.
Wander through the marvels of the Upper
Basilica before our tour descends to the crypt
of the Lower Basilica where Francis was laid in

1230 and where we will take some time to seek
the intercession of this spiritual legend.

We then walk to the Church of Santa Maria
Maggiore - Sanctuary of the Spogliazione,
where we are blessed with the opportunity to
visit and pray at the tomb of Blessed Carlo
Acutis - a young Catholic from Italy with a
passionate devotion to the Real Presence

of Jesus in the Eucharist and an aptitude for
computer programming. From the ages of 12 to
14, he designed a website cataloguing Eucharistic
miracles that have occurred around the world,
which he launched in 2005. He died of leukemia
ayear later at the age of 15, offering his suffering
for the pope and for the Church.

Onto the Church of San Damiano and the
actual chapel where it all began when the voice
of Christ spoke to Francis in the year 1205
(some may prefer to approach by foot down the
hillside path in the spirit of St Francis). Adjacent
to the chapel we find the first monastery of

the Order of St Clare where Clare built her
community in close friendship with Francis.

Our day concludes with a visit to the Hermitage
(Eremo delle Carceri), an oasis of peace and
tranquillity in the woods built on the site of a
simple cave where St Francis often withdrew

to spend many hours in prayer. The cave and
the Chapel of Our Lady are preserved in the
Hermitage grounds.

An (optional) opportunity presents itself before
dinner to attend Vespers in the Basilica of

St Clare and listen to the angelic voices of the
Poor Clare nuns. Housed in this church is the
famous crucifix from which Jesus spoke to

St Francis.

Assisi overnight (BD)

DAY 4: SATURDAY 04 OCTOBER - ASSISI VIA
ORVIETO TO ROME

We farewell Assisi and journey south to the
amazing medieval town of Orvieto with its
Duomo (Cathedral), which has one of the
world's most famous facades. The feast

of the Body of Christ (Corpus Christi) was

first proclaimed here in 1263 following the
Eucharistic Miracle of Bolsena. We celebrate
Eucharist in the chapel where the sacred cloth

from that event is preserved and enjoy a special
visit to the Signorelli Chapel.

After our visit we then travel on to Rome, the
Eternal City, rich in the traditions of our Church.

Rome overnight (BD)

DAY 5: SUNDAY 05 OCTOBER - ROME:
CHRISTIAN MARTYRS

The Jubilee Year is a time for the faithful to

renew their commitment and strengthen their
relationship with God. It is also a time for Catholics
to come together as a community and to celebrate
their faith. The 2025 Jubilee Year is sure to be

a memorable and meaningful event for people
around the world, to be blessed and refreshed for
the mission that lies before us.

Some of the spiritual activities that pilgrims are
encouraged to participate in during our time in
Rome are:

« Attend Mass and receive the Eucharist

* Make a pilgrimage to the many shrines and holy
sites in Rome

* Pray for forgiveness

* Renew our commitment to our faith

« Strengthen our relationship with God

+ Come together as a community and celebrate
our faith

Following Mass this morning we will proceed
to St Peters Square where the Holy Father is
expected to pray the Angelus with pilgrims
from around the world (subject to the Pope’s
presence in Rome).

This afternoon we enter into the most visited
attraction in Rome - the Colosseum. In 1749,
Pope Benedict XIV declared the Colosseum

a sacred site, as it was a place where early
Christians had been martyred. View also the
Circus Maximus and the Roman Forum

en route.

Rome overnight (BD)

DAY 6: MONDAY 06 OCTOBER - ROME:
THE VATICAN & MAJOR BASILICAS

Commence our pilgrimage with a spectacular
Mass at St Peter’s Basilica before coming to
the nearby Vatican Museums. Wander the
spectacular chambers leading to the Sistine



Vatican Museur

St John Paul ll St Peter

Chapel to view Michelangelo's masterpieces,
including the magnificent fresco of the Last
Judgment. Continue through to the awe-inspiring
St Peter’s Basilica, the largest church in the world
for an informative exploration. Our guided tour
will feature among other highlights Michelangelo’s
stunning Pieta, the tomb of Pope St John Paul II,
the great Confessional and the Crypt containing
the tombs of several Popes.

In the afternoon, visit the impressive St Mary
Major Basilica. Onwards to the Basilica of
StJohn in Lateran (First Papal residence) and
the adjacent Holy Stairs brought from Jerusalem
to Rome in 326AD by St Helena (as a favourite
of pilgrims, these steps may only be ascended
on the knees). Visit the Basilica of Santa

Croce in Gerusalemme with its extraordinary
collection of relics from the Holy Land.

Rome overnight (BD)

DAY 7: TUESDAY 07 OCTOBER - ROME:
ST PAUL'S & THE CATACOMBS

Journey this morning out to the majestic
Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls. Originally
consecrated in 324, the saint's tomb is visible
now under the Papal Altar. We will celebrate a
wonderful Mass here as a special tribute to the
Church’s greatest evangelist.

Continue then along the ancient Appian Way,
the oldest road from Roman times to the
ancient Catacombs for a memorable guided
tour to marvel at these underground burial
tunnels for Christians and Hebrews. On the
way, drive by Domine Quo Vadis - the chapel
that stands at the site where, according to
tradition, St Peter met Christ when he fled from
Rome to escape martyrdom.

Rome overnight (BD)
DAY 8: WEDNESDAY 08 OCTOBER - ROME
FREE DAY

Our day is free to discover more sights of Rome
- perhaps throw a coin in the Trevi Fountain

Roman Forum

St Francis St Clare

before strolling to the Piazza Navona to soak
up the vibrant atmosphere. Indulge in a gelato
or enjoy a coffee while absorbing and admiring
the history of this ancient city. Strolling through
the streets is like walking through the pages of a
history book.

OR

For the next two days participate in the Jubilee
of Consecrated Life spiritual and cultural events
taking place around Rome.

This evening join with fellow pilgrims for a
prayer vigil.
Rome overnight (BD)

DAY 9: THURSDAY 09 OCTOBER - ROME:
PAPAL MASS

We make our way to St Peter’s Square this
morning for a memorable Papal Mass in
celebration of the Jubilee of Consecrated Life.

This afternoon, we explore the vibrant
Trastevere district. Our first stop is the
charming Basilica of Santa Maria in Trastevere,
a historic church dating back to the 12th
century. We continue on to the Basilica of

St Cecilia, built on the site of the former house
of the saint who was martyred in 230A.D. The
body of the saint is venerated in the crypt.

Afterwards, we wander on to enjoy an enchanting
evening filled with food and traditional music at

a typical Italian trattoria, marking our farewell to
Rome and our pilgrimage.

Rome overnight (BD)

DAY 10: FRIDAY 10 OCTOBER - DEPART ROME

This morning we bid farewell to the Eternal
City as we make our way to the airport for
our homebound flights or ongoing travel
connections. (B)

Bl Carlo Acutis

TOUR CODE PV25102

STARTS Wednesday, 01 October 2025
FINISHES Friday, 10 October 2025
LAND COST AUD $5390 (Twin Share) *
SINGLE ROOM AUD $1950 Supplement *

PREPAID TIPPING AUD $150 Per Person

* Costs are indicative and have been based on prices
as at January 2025 and must remain subject to
possible change in the event of significant exchange
rate variations, tax increases or minimum group size
factors beyond Harvest's control. Refer to Harvest
Booking Terms & Conditions for more details.

INCLUDED

ACCOMMODATION & MEALS: Based on quality
religious houses or 3 and 4-star hotels « Meals
as specified in Itinerary.

TOURING & TRANSPORTATION: Deluxe
air-conditioned touring coach ¢ Professional
English-speaking Tour Escort and local guides
« Sightseeing and entrance fees

OTHER: Fully escorted by priest chaplain + Daily
Masses ¢ Porterage (where available) « Harvest
Travel Pack: backpack, travel wallet, pilgrim’s
journal and sunbrella.

International airfares * Travel Insurance e Visits
and entrances not listed « Passport and visa
costs (if applicable) « Other meals not stated

* Drinks with meals * Items of a personal nature
* Prepaid Tipping




Book Now

harvestjourneys.com/pv25102

1800 819 156

info@harvestjourneys.com

Building 2, Level 3,
75 O'Riordan Street, Alexandria NSW 2015
PO Box 6087, Alexandria BC NSW 2015 Australia
P: +61 29198 1960

@0

harvestjourneys
Share your photos with us
#harvestjourneys
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